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REVIEW
Year End

                 In this work, it is sometimes hard to see the fruits of our labor as we work with 

children and families who have experienced trauma but as the parable goes when seeds 

are sown–they will eventually grow and bloom and that is certainly the case with our 

Wraparound Wellness Center! 

	 This	is	not	new	work.	For	decades,	dedicated	individuals,	community	non-profits,	

and focused-driven agencies have planted seeds in East St. Louis to combat the myriad 

of risk factors that our children must endure. At the same time, research clearly shows 

that protective factors are key in mitigating some of those individual and community risk 

factors which is why we have poured so much effort into our ever-growing student youth 

groups,	Peace	Warriors	and	the	Unified	Champions	Special	Olympics!	

 Additionally, our school social workers and counselors and our crisis team continue 

to do the most meaningful work behind the scenes. They are proving to be trusting and 

caring adults who our students see every day no matter if they are providing them hugs, 

counseling, resources, or other support. 

 As our team plants seeds, the more we peel back the layers and identify the details 

of our youth experiences more work that we discover that needs to be done. For now, let’s 

celebrate all the seeds we have planted and the successes we have made in the 2021-

2022 school year! 



REVIEW
Year End

• My	first	two	years	here,	we	had	nine	student	deaths.	This	was	the	first	time		 

in 25 years of my career that I realized I might need to keep statistics like this. 

• In 2019, we lost four middle school boys to gun violence. prompting me to start  

keeping more detailed statistics.

•  This semester alone–in four months, we have had 17 students injured by  

gun violence. 

• Two weeks ago, we had a quadruple shooting, four teens shot; one a 13 year old  

was fatally injured; one week ago an 11 year old was killed in his home; and six  

days ago, a 2 year old was killed in a targeted car shooting. 

• We see the trauma effects that gun violence has on our students,  

staff, families, and the community. 

• We see only the tip of the iceberg in classrooms and hallways with angry or  

agitated students; students experiencing grief or suicidal symptoms, withdrawal  

or	defiance–IF	they	come	to	school	at	all.	It	negatively	impacts	their	 

learning and mental wellness.

• Staff of East St. Louis School District 189 and the Wraparound Wellness  

Center work to address the negative impacts of gun violence. 

• We have a Crisis Team that responds to any traumatic incident within 15 minutes  

involving a child as a victim, witness, family member or bystander 24 hours a day,  

365 days a year. We are summoned by the Illinois State Police PSEG/Violent  

Crime Unit which partners with us in our community. 

• We also serve youth perpetrators within the St. Clair County Detention Center.

continued

• We provide violence interruption work through social work services, advocacy and referral 

services, and hip hop therapy.  We also provide Wraparound Services to those families to 

change the current trajectory of their families and justice-involved youth.

• We provide additional wraparound services to students who witness crimes. Violent domestic 

incidents were the leading cause of violence in our community in 2021 during the pandemic. 

• We are concerned about the mental health and wellness of our students who live with 

consistent and persistent gun violence in our community.

• Fortunately, we have not had to experience a school shooting personally but we are only 8 

minutes away from the most recent school shooting in St. Louis, Missouri. 

• This still negatively impacts the mental health of our children. We had to discuss the tragedy 

with them and then practice active shooter drills. Current literature suggests that information 

and knowledge of mass shootings may be linked to increased levels of fear and anxiety in 

students not directly involved and that continues to be a concern for us. 

• We have also lost two students to suicide by gun in the last three years. Societal pressures on 

our youngest citizens ARE taking a toll. We must provide robust mental health support while 

teaching	positive	coping	skills,	and	we	must	strengthen	our	firearm	restraining	order	laws	to	

monitor and restrict those who are a threat to themselves or others or who live in a home with 

someone who is a threat to themselves and others.  

• I am also concerned about music,  social media, and celebrities glamourizing guns. We have 

found homemade videos of our students as young as 11 years old illegally in possession of  

automatics. 

• Guns should not be accessible to our youth! 

• Guns are destroying our community and our children. The Protect Illinois Communities Act is a 

step in the right direction.

Thank you.



ROOTS
Our

St. Clair County Juvenile Justice Council

Community leaders, youth advocates, law enforcement and others came 

together in 2011 to create the St. Clair County Juvenile Justice Council. 

This office and council “focuses on justice which can come in the form of 

aggressive prosecution of crime as well as aggressive advocacy for policies 

and resources that can prevent crime from happening in the first place. 

That means understanding that we cannot have criminal justice without 

social justice and we cannot have social justice without criminal justice.  We 

cannot have healthy communities without safety and we cannot reduce crime 

without dealing with the root causes of crime.”  

James Gomric, State’s Attorney

East Side Aligned

In 2015, community members developed a bold agenda aimed at improving 

conditions for all children and youth within the East St. Louis School District 

189 footprint. The process works to align policy, practice and investment 

across sectors to ensure all children and youth are supported and ready for 

life. In 2022, East Side Aligned, the standalone community organization, was 

formed to sustain the work of strengthening community collaboration and 

facilitating systems transformation with and for young people.

These two organizations have been 
sowing seeds into our community for 
years with the purpose to produce 
better outcomes for children in East 
St. Louis, IL.



CRISIS
Students in

Our students experience trauma as victims, witnesses, family members, and 

bystanders. The Wraparound team identifies students who have experienced trauma 

in a multitude of ways. One of the most successful strategies we use is through the 

Gaggle Alert System and the SpeakUP tipline.  We received 778 Gaggle alerts and 7 

tips. The highest incidents were related to: 

• 67 to suicidal ideation or self-harm (Nationally, the CDC found that a quarter of 

young adults (18-24) have contemplated suicide during the pandemic.)

• 60 to nudity/sexting/porngraphy

• 47 to bullying or harassment

 
We were also referred to assist 13 complex family cases by the community, law 
enforcement, and school staff, hospital and juvenile detention staff. We served these 
families  with the Wraparound model. 11 of the 13 were women - led families. 
 
Our partnership with law enforcement has allowed us to work more intensively with 
students who have been in possession of or victims of guns.

• 167 of the students we were referred were for violence or weapons.  

• CDC (2020) says nearly two in every five suicides in Illinois are by firearm. We 
 had one youth this year who died by firearm in this manner.

• In Illinois, 90% of firearm homicide victims are male and Black males are 

disportionately impacted. In ESTL, we had 14 gun shot victims who were all black 

males.

There are also times where our community is in crisis and reeling from youth trauma 

even if the youth don’t attend our school district. Trauma impacts us vicariously as 

well.

• A 14 year died in a tragic accident falling from amusement ride and a 3 year old 

was killed by a stray bullet riding in a car with family friends. 

 



SEEDS
Planting

Our	Wraparound	staff	have	trained,	
taught, advocated and fought to improve 
or mitigate these statistics. We have 
also partnered with others to make a 
difference. The seeds we planted spread 
as we worked collaboratively with others.



PARTNERS
Our Power

Illinois State Police PSEG Unit and 
Community LifeLine. 
• PSEG has referred 68 Handle with Care cases to us.
• Community Lifeline has helped us serve over 57 families 

with emergency needs, supplies and direct services. This 
includes families who only need basic items from us as 
well as families we fully wrapped.

• 

Cardinal-Glennon Children’s Hospital
• Our goal this year was to work on a stronger partnership  

but COVID and other barriers slowed our progress.

• They reported 54 ESTL youth came through their doors with  
1 assault, 7 falls, 12 gun shots, 3 hit by car, and 26 car  
accidents.

• They referred: 6. 

Note: Though Cardinal Glennon is in St. Louis, MO, 45% of the children 
who came to their hospital in crisis in 2021-2022, live in East St. Louis, 
IL. Our community does not currently have a trauma hospital. 

• ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES

• HOYLETON FAMILY SERVICES

• EAST ST LOUIS POLICE

• EAST ST LOUIS FIRE

• LAND OF LINCOLN LEGAL SERVICES

• TASC CERT TEAM

• GLOBAL GIRLS, INC

• KING AND LORD DESIGNS



PARTNERS
Our Power

The St. Clair County Detention Center is one of our main partners as we work with our East 
St. Louis students who are also justice or court-involved. We provided support to 20 students 
this school year. All youth while detained received social work services, crisis services, music 
and hip hop therapy, SEL literacy programming, and Wraparound services. The average stay 
was 5 days. There were 5 students from District 189 who were provided services and 15 
students not from East St. Louis School District were also provided services through our 
program.  
 
Note: The Detention Center in 2021 -2022 averaged a low number of youth who often  
only stayed for a short time.

Other juvenile justice involved statistics: 

• How many recidivised/returned to Detention Center? 1 

• What was the average youth age detained at Detention Center? 16 years of age

• What was the percentage of race and gender detained at the Detention Center? 82% male 
and 95% Black

St. Clair County Juvenile Detention Center



TEAM
SOS 

Our SOS Team is our District’s Crisis Team that responds 
within fifteen minutes to any trauma incident involving 
youth as a victim, witness, family member, or bystander. 
Our highly-trained team consists of social workers, 
counselors, nurses, and school psychologists and we 
respond on the scene, at the home, the hospital, or police 
station.

We responded to 
6 scenes this year.

“Handle with Care” emails provided the school social worker 
with a “heads up” when a child has been identified at the 
scene of a traumatic event. Our goal in the schools is not only 
to support the student during the time of the incident but to 
continue checking on them and their family throughout the 
school year.

Activated by Illinois State Police PSEG unit.



EXPANSION
Our 

The 2021-2022 school year has seen a growth 
in our footprint around East St. Louis.

• We moved our Wraparound Headquarters to the Bush Alternative 

School and have four rooms including a training room and a music  

therapy studio onsite.

• We completed the buildout of the Wraparound Comfort Room at City 

Hall which will be used by the PSEG Unit to conduct forensic interviews,  

death notifications, and meeting in a calming environment. 

• We have office space and a music therapy studio at the St. Clair County  

Detention Center. 

• We still operate as a Wraparound Hub at District 189’s Family and  

Community Engagement Center. 



PROGRAMING
Youth

Peace Warriors is a youth group for students who have 
experienced trauma and want peace within themselves, their 
schools, and their community. They learn Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr’s Non-Violent Principles and put those principles into practice. 

Protective factors have been found to positively “chip away” at 
the negative impact of trauma so we believe that by providing 
extracurricular activities and sports, exposure to new experiences and 
events, and interaction with supportive and trusting adults will help 
counteract the impacts of trauma over time for our youth. Therefore, 
we strongly support our District 189’s Peace Warriors Program and 
the Unified Champion Special Olympics School Program! 

 

The Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools program is 
aimed at promoting social inclusion throughout school including 
students with and without disabilities. With sports as the 
foundation, we equip our students with tools and training to 
create sports, classroom and school climates of acceptance. 
 

EVENTS
Community

Accomplishments:
Illinois State Police Fish and Field Day  

National Night Out  

Mental Health Community Awareness Fair  

City Peace Rally    

Juneteenth Celebration    

Strong Families Community Resource Fair/East 

Unified Sports Gold in Bowling

Unified Sports First Runner-Up in IHSA Track

Peer Support to Classmates

Participation in the National Peace Warrior Training



Number of students 
and families we 

engaged and 
impacted through 

events, services, and 
programming!

700+
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MESSAGE
Director’s

Dr. Tiffany Gholson

Trauma and violence have become an epidemic--not just in East St. Louis but 

across the country. Gun violence has been a persistent problem and prior to 

the pandemic, we had one of the highest murder rates of any U.S. city. With 

a population of 18,000 people, our school district serves the most vulnerable 

of those citizens–children 3 to 21 and the ripple effects of those traumas are 

felt far and wide in this small community.  COVID has not yet dissipated and 

this year has proven to be yet another challenging year. 

Despite that, we persevered and made great strides in our youth 

programming while helping students and families who have experienced 

trauma. As we move into next year, we plan to be more strategic in working 

with students and families around creating safe, supportive environments 

and new learning and growth opportunities for all while still providing 

crisis and trauma support. Though we are doing an admirable job giving 

sustainable trauma-informed support, we must do more–together and we 

look forward to building more partnerships next year! 

Dr. George Ablee stated, “No epidemic has 
even been resolved by paying attention to the 
treatment of the affected individual.” 



+1 -618-646-3333

info@wraparoundwellnesscenter.org

401 Katherine Dunham Place, 
East St. Louis, IL 62201

CONTACT


